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"ANOTHER COUNTY LIBRARY IN ILLINOIS! 


On April 12 the citizens of Putnam County went to the polls and 
voted a two-thirds mill tax for the establishment and maintenance of 
a county library system. 


Five years ago the Extension Division of the Illinois State Library 
chose Putnam County as an ideal field for the demonstration of a 
county library. This county has a population of little more than 5,000, 
with six definite community centers and no large cities. Mrs. George 
Mathis, as a representative of the different organizations of the county, 
made a request for library assistance, and, because all groups within 
the county were anxious for reading material, it seemed advantageous 
to use this county for the demonstration. Up to this time no organized 
library service was provided for any part of the county. 


Mrs. Mathis was made president of the county committee, which 
cooperated with the Superintendent of Schools, four Home Bureau 
units, three Parent-Teacher Associations, one Woman’s Club and the 
many individuals throughout the county who were interested in the 
project. 


The initial collection of 2,500 volumes was furnished by the Ex- 
tension Division of the State Library. This collection has been supple- 
mented from time to time by new purchases, until it now contains 
4,000 books. The basic collection was carefully selected and contained 
titles essential to a well-organized library. The interest and needs of 
the various groups in the communities were also considered in the 
purchases. 


The collection was brought together, checked and re-distributed at 
regular intervals, in order that each center might have use of the dif- 
ferent titles. The Superintendent and Field Visitor from the Extension 
Division supervised the work throughout the years. 


All citizens of the county were entitled to the use of any book in 
the collection, regardless of its location at the time of the request. 
They were also privileged to borrow books from any center in the 
county, but they were encouraged to use the station in their own com- 
munity. All schools in the county were urged to use the books in the 
collection. 
The value of book service was brought home to the people by this 
project in such a direct manner that when the county library tax was 
brought up to be voted upon, many more than the necessary one 
hundred were ready to sign the petition calling for the vote, and the 
election was carried by a good majority. 
Congratulations, Putnam County, and best wishes for your new 
county library system! 
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BOOK LISTS AND NOTES 


4 AN INDISPENSIBLE AID 


The Graded List of Books for Children 
prepared by a joint committee of the Amer- 
ican Library Association, National Educa- 
tion Association, and the National Council 
of Teachers of English, is used by many 
schools throughout the country in the selec- 
tion of books for the elementary school. It 
also aids the teacher in preparing units of 
study, supplements classroom work, and, 
generally, is accepted as representing the 
minimum essentials for a _ well-balanced 
book collection. About 1,600 carefully se- 
lected titles are briefly described and 
graded from first grade through junior high 
school. Publisher, price, and other buying 
information are given for each title. 


1 RECENT REFERENCE BOOKS 
Compiled by Illinois State Library 


for 
Regional Library Institutes 1938 


Bartlett, John 
Familiar quotations. 11th ed. rev. & 
enl., Christopher Morley. Boston. Lit- 
tle, Brown. 1937. 1578 p. $5.00. 

Beaumont, Cyril W. 

Complete book of ballets. N. Y. Put- 
nam, 1938. 900 p. $6.00. 

Bolton, Theodore 
American book illustrators; bibliographic 
check lists of 123 artists. N. Y. Bowker. 
1938. 290 p. $7.50. 

Bond, Harold Lewis 
Encyclopedia of antiques. Boston. Hale, 
Cushman & Flint. 1937. 389 p. $3.75. 

Douglas, George William 
American book of days. N. Y., H. W. 
Wilson. 1937. 666 p. $3.75. 

Ewen, David 
Twentieth century composers. N. Y. 
Crowell. 1937. 309 p. $3.00. 

Federai Writers project—lIllinois 
Galena guide. Sponsored by City of 
Galena. 1937. 79 p. 

Federal Writers project—lIllinois 
Selected bibliography. Illinois, Chicago 
and its environs...Works Progress Ad- 
ministration Chic., n. p. 1937. 58 p. 
(American guide series.) 

Federal Writers project—Massachusetts 
Massachusetts, a guide to its places and 
people. Boston. Houghton, 1937. 675 p. 
$2.50. (American guide series.) 

Lee, Ruth Webb 
Antique fakes and reproductions. Fram- 
ingham Centre, Mass. Author, 1938. 
224 p. $5.00. 


Miller, Edgar George, Jr. 

American antique furniture; a book for 
amateurs. Baltimore, Md. Lord Balti- 
more press. 1937. 2 v. $10.00. 

Overton, Bruce, ed. 

Macmillan’s modern dictionary. N. Y. 
Macmillan 1938. 1466 p. $3.00. 

Reynolds, H. Atwood 
Complete book of modern crafts. N. Y. 
Greenberg. 1938. $2.50. 

Rue, Eloise 
Subject index to readers. Chicago, A. L. 
A. 1938. 174 p. $1.80. 

Shankle, George Earlie 
American nicknames, their origin and 
significance. N.Y. Wilson 1937. 599 p. 
$4.25. 

Soule, Richard 
A dictionary of English synonyms and 
synonymous expressions. New ed., rev. & 
enl. by Alfred Dwight Sheffield. Boston. 
Little, Brown 1938. 629 p. $3.50. 

Stevenson, Burton 
Home book of quotations, classical and 
modern. 3d ed. rev. & enl. N. Y. 
Dodd, Mead 1937. 2811 p. $12.50. 

Stevenson, Burton, ed. 

Home book of Shakespeare quotations. 
N. Y. Scribner, 1937. 2055 p. $12.50. 

Van Nostrand’s Scientific encyclopedia 
N. Y., Van Nostrand, 1938. 1234 p. 
$10.00. 

White’s conspectus of American biography. 
Compiled by the publishers of the Na- 
tional cyclopedia of American biography. 
2d ed. A revised and enlarged edition of 
a conspectus of American biography. 
N. Y. James T. White & Co. 1938. 
455 p. $15.00. 

Wilson, Margery 
The new etiquette. N. Y. Stokes, 1937. 
615 p. $3.50. 


4 EXHIBIT NOTE 


Selective bibliographies compiled by the 
New York Public Library of America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air are being used by 
173 libraries in arranging weekly displays of 
books and pamphlets related to the broad- 
casts. The lists, which are compiled with 
the needs and resources of the smaller 
public libraries in mind, are published 
weekly in the Bulletin of America’s Town 
Meeting of the Air. They cover both sides 
of the controversy under discussion. 


MEETING IN SPRINGFIELD 


The [Illinois Library Association an- 
nounced October 26-28 as the dates of the 
state meeting to be held in Springfield. 
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THE NOTEBOOK 


\ INTRODUCTORY LIBRARY 
TRAINING 


The Extension Division of the University 
of Wisconsin offers, by correspondence, six 
courses in library methods to aid students 
desiring to become proficient in library 
duties. Two are introductory courses cov- 
ering the various problems encountered in 
the management of any small library. 

The first, “Library Methods for Teacher 
Librarians,” meets the needs of high school 
teachers who wish to devote part time to 
the library with a view to combining teach- 
ing experience with technical training. The 
course is accepted by the Wisccnsin State 
Department of Public Instruction as satis- 
fying the requirement for a high school 
library license. 

The other, “Library Practice for Ap- 
prentices,” is for assistants in public 
libraries and for persons in charge of small 
libraries who have not had professional 
training and who wish to improve them- 
selves by systematic study for advancement 
in their vocation. It covers the essentials 
of the organization and management of 
small public libraries. 

All of Wisconsin’s library courses given 
by correspondence are available without re- 
striction as to residence. 


“ LIBRARY SERVICE TO SCHOOLS 


Approximately half the county school 
superintendents in Arizona have installed 
circulating library systems for rural schools, 
similar to those that have been successful in 
Yavapai County during the last three 
years. Yavapai has 54 schools remote from 
library facilities, so that the circulating 
system includes 54 “libraries” of 12 volumes 
each. An individual canvas wrapper goes 
with each of these assortments. At the be- 
ginning of the term, every school receives a 
“library” from County Superintendent 
Carl W. Hickerson, at Prescott. For a 
month the books are lent to the pupils. 
Then the teacher puts them all back into 
their wrapper and mails the package to the 
next school on a schedule furnished by the 
superintendent, so that each library has a 
fresh supply of books every month. Each 
district participating contributes $5 a year. 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
a MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Correction 


We apologize for the incorrect listing of: 
Maynard, Helen, Trustee of Public Library 
at Glenview, Illinois. 

Miss Maynard is a life member of the 


/ ARE YOU INTERESTED? 


Recently we have had queries about the 
Junior Members Group in Illinois and 
these inquiries have caused us some won- 
derment. 

Where are the Illinois Junior Members? 

Who are the Illinois Junior Members? 

What are the Illinois Junior Members 
doing for themselves, the I. L. A. and our 
profession? 

No one seems to know. 

Is it because the younger staff members 
are not interested in I. L. A., and the work 
of their Association that they are not 
active? (Remember I. L. A. sponsored 
legislation that made possible the Library 
Relief Fund). 

Is it because the younger staff members 
have not had an opportunity to meet their 
colleagues from other libraries in Illinois? 
(The annual conference is held in October 
of each year and in 1938 it will be held in 
Springfield). 

Because we feel that these younger staff 
members are interested, the Administrative 
Office of the State Library will act as a 
registration bureau for all library workers 
under 35 years that are interested in being 
part of an active Illinois Junior Members. 

Please send your name, address, name of 
library in which you work (indicating the 
type of work you do or the department to 
which you are assigned) to the Illinois 
State Library, Administrative Office, Cen- 
tennial Building, Springfield, Illinois. 


NEEDED—A SLOGAN! 


It is customary when planning the pro- 
gram for the annual I. L. A. conference to 
develop this program around a definite 
phase of our work or a subject of especial 
interest to all of us, and, in so doing a 
slogan is used. 

This year the Executive Committee of 
I. L. A. are in need of such a slogan. The 
program for the 1938 conference is the 
“small library and it’s problems” but: who 
will remember those words as readily as 
they do “Not a cough in a carload” or “A 
skin you love to touch”? 

Librarians if (by June 1, 1938) you send 
in the prize winning slogan to be used as 
the key word for the 1938 I. L. A. con- 
ference, you will attend the annual dinner 
at that conference as a guest of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Get busy today! 

All entries are to be sent to Mr. Earl 
Browning, President, Illinois Library Asso- 
ciation, Public Library, Peoria, Illinois. 
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Two MILLION DOLLAR FEDERAL 
GRANT RECOMMENDED 


A federal grant for library service for 
rural areas, to begin a year hence at 
$2,000,000 and to be raised by 1944 to 
$6,000,000, is one of the recommendations 
embodied in the report of the President’s 
Advisory Committee on Education (known 
as the Reeves’ Report) transmitted by 
President Roosevelt to Congress, February 
23, 1938. 

At the request of the President’s commit- 
tee last June, the A. L. A. Executive Board 
appointed a special committee on Federal 
Relations to Libraries to study and report 
on library needs as a part of general educa- 
tion. Louis Round Wilson headed the 
committee, of which Carleton B. Joeckel, 
Harry Miller Lydenberg, and Jerome K. 
Wilcox were members. 

Other grants recommended by the Presi- 
dent’s committee, to develop the six-year 
education plan outlined, are for general aid 
to elementary and secondary education, 
preparation of teachers, school buildings, 
state departments of education, and adult 
education. The total for all purposes would 
be $70,000 for the first year and $199,000 
in 1944. 

The library fund, if the committee’s 
recommendations are followed, would be 
allocated on the basis of rural population. 

Part of the proposed general aid fund for 
elementary and secondary education may 
be spent for textbooks and reading material. 

While the library grants represent simply 
one category in the plan to develop educa- 
tion throughout the nation, it should be 
noted that such grants would not be 
lumped with grants for education but would 
be specifically designated for libraries. 

The last week in March, Harrison W. 
Craver, President of A. L. A., invited repre- 
sentatives from the various states to meet 
in Washington with Carl Milam, Secretary 
of the A. L. A., and Ralph Dunbar, Library 
Service Division in the United States Office 
of Education, to discuss the tentatively 
drafted Bill which is to be introduced in 
Congress. This Bill will be introduced by 
Senator Harrison of Mississippi, as a sub- 
stitute for the Harrison-Black-Fletcher Bill 
now on the Senate Calendar. 

The mid-west states represented at this 
meeting included only Michigan and IIli- 
nois and the following are some of the 
notes made during the discussion of this 
proposed legislation: 

The new bill that is being drafted for 
federal aid is to be considered a six year 
federal project. It is not a bill that will 
create permanent aid. 

Grants recommended are: $2,000,000 for 
1939-40; $4,000,000 for 1940-41; $6,000,000 
for each year through 1944-45. Allocation 
to states in proportion to rural population; 
by U. S. Commissioner of Education; 
through state library administrative agency. 


In the discussion it was indicated that 
the rural library grant would be distributed 


by population according to the U. S. 
Census. 

The grants would be paid in four install- 
ments through the State Treasury and 
at stated periods, annual or biennially, the 
Federal government would require an audit. 

In answer to a query for what the money 
could be spent Mr. Milam and Mr. Dunbar 
said “‘money would be available for salaries, 
books, periodicals, library supplies, equip- 
ment and other current operating and 
maintenance expenditures of public library 
service, primarily for rural population.” 

The purposes of the grant are: integrated 
system of library service; to equalize oppor- 
tunity for library service; suitable co- 
operative arrangements with schools, agri- 
cultural extension, and other agencies. 

Book selection and administration re- 
served to state and local agencies. 

School libraries, and the purchase of 
books and other reading materials for use 
in schools, are specificially included in 
recommendations for grants, beginning with 
$40,000,000 a year and increasing to $140,- 
000,000 for aid for elementary and sec- 
ondary education. 

Training for school library service is in- 
cluded in proposed special grants of 
$2,000,000 to $6,000,000 per year for im- 
proved preparation of teachers and other 
educational personnel. 

Facilities in school buildings for libraries 
are included under special grants recom- 
mended for district reorganization and im- 
proved housing of schools, beginning at 
$20,000,000 and increasing to $30,000,000 
per year. 

Grants for adult education of from 
$5,000,000 to $15,000,000 per year are 
recommended not only for schools but for 
other non-profit agencies. 

All the above grants are recommended 
for a six year period beginning July 1, 1939. 

The following is for seven years begin- 
ning July 1, 1938: 

Research, planning and demonstrations 
under the direction or supervision of the 
United States Office of Education with 
proposed grants of $1,250,000 to $3,000,000 
per year, would apparently include the field 
of library service. 

The A. L. A., the Chicago Library Club 
and the Executive Committee of I. L. A., 
endorsed the “Reeves Report” and urge all 
librarians and friends of libraries to sup- 
port legislation to put the recommendations 
into effect. 


4SUMMER COURSES 


Summer courses in library methods are 
being offered this year to public and school 
librarians at the University of [Illinois 
Library School and the graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago. Re- 
quests for information about these courses 
of study should be addressed to the Dean 
of the school. 
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* PUBLICITY CLINIC 


“Budget campaigns in the small public 
library” will be the theme of a clinic ar- 
ranged by the Publicity Committee to be 
held June 14 to 18, in connection with the 
60th Annual Conference of the A. L. A. at 
Kansas City, Missouri, with Miss Ruth 
Hammond in charge of arrangements. 

No papers need be written and no exam- 
ination will be given but Margery C. Quig- 
ley, instructor in library publicity in the 
University Extension at the Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Library Services and 
member of the A. L. A. Executive Board, 
who will preside at the sessions of the 
clinic advises any one planning to attend to 
read in advance ‘Accounting Publicity No. 
3” published by the Municipal Finance 
Officers’ Association (50c). 

To avoid conflict with other group meet- 
ings clinic meetings will open promptly at 
8:30 A. M. and close promptly at 9:45 
A. M. Attendance at the clinic will be 
limited to encourage free discussion. A fee 
of $3.00 for the five sessions will be charged 


> 


to cover expenses. Prompt reservations are 
recommended in view of the very small 
number to be accepted. 

Address requests to Miss Ruth E. Ham- 
mond, City Library, Wichita, Kansas. 
Please do not send fee. Arrangements will 
be made for payment of fee at Kansas City. 


A. L. A. CONFERENCE 6 


Are you planning to attend the Annual 
Conference of the American Library Asso- 
ciation in Kansas City, Missouri, June 13 
to 18? 

The meetings are to be held in the Audi- 
torium which is within a few blocks of the 
most of the hotels. 

The tentative program indicates that 
everyone will have an opportunity to attend 
sessions devoted to phases of library work 
that are of particular interest to them, and, 
meet with the persons who are doing out- 
standing work in the special fields. 

Since the conference is to be held in our 
neighbor state, we are hopeful that the 
Illinois libraries will be well represented. 


RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 


In another casée,:the cooperative work 
done by the Illinois State Library and the 
federal agencies, discussed in the last issue 
of ILLINOIS LIBRARIES will take on a 
more permanent aspect, for on April 14, 
1938, the Ashland, Illinois, W. P. A. library 
center moved from its present quarters in 
a scales house to a handsome new $13,000 
library building. With this change the 
library assumes the name The John Cheet- 
ham Memorial Library. 

In 1923, Mr. Cheetham left by bequest, 
ten thousand dollars “‘to be used for the 
purpose of constructing a library in the 
village of Ashland.” Final settlement of 
the estate was delayed until 1929, and only 
in 1937, when the fund was augmented by 
a federal grant, was the building con- 
structed. The building, 28 x 56, provides 
for a large room to be used as a reading 
room and a smaller one, subdivided into a 
book room and a children’s room; each 
room has an attractive fireplace. 

The library itself has passed through an 
interesting metamorphosis: It was started 
as a C. W. A. federal project in July, 1934, 
being reorganized and absorbed in 1935 and 
after several months of discontinuance was 
reopened under the auspices of the Works 


Progress Administration in November, 1935. 
It was at this time that the Illinois State 
Library assumed sponsorship of the library 
center and the unit was placed under the 
direct supervision of a trained librarian. 
The library has flourished until there are 
from the village of one thousand and the 
neighboring rural area over nine hundred 
registered borrowers, who each month take 
for home use well over one thousand books. 

With the opening of the new building, a 
real library, equipped for complete service, 
will be started. An adequate reference col- 
lection has been ordered; standard library 
furniture is to be supplied and used; story 
hours and special work with the children 
and schools will be begun. The library 
board is already working with the custodian 
and supervisors in charge for the further 
betterment of the library. 

Official opening of the library in its new 
location was on April 14th. Exhibits and 
demonstrations were planned for the day, 
and the evening’s program, at which repre- 
sentatives of the Illinois Library Associa- 
tion librarians from nearby communities as 
well as representatives from the State 
Library took part. 

MARY JANE ROWE, 
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR 
LIBRARY PROJECT. 


FROM OUR NOTEBOOK 


A, 

Reports from District No. 1 show diversi- 
fied activities. The books of the Cortland 
High School were renovated, accessioned, 
classified and cataloged with N. Y. A. help. 
In the DeKalb schools a mending project 
helped to solve some discipline problems. 
Books from the public library at Sycamore 
were sent to the N. Y. A. mending unit at 
Rockford for re-conditioning. Story-telling 
by an N. Y. A. girl at Leaf River helped to 
revive the circulation of children’s books. 

In District No. 4 a special room in the 
St. Francis Hospital of Litchfield was as- 
signed for N. Y. A. library service to pa- 
tients and employees. An N. Y. A. reading 
room was installed in the recently evacu- 
ated C. C. C. Camp at Lake Decatur, which 
has been taken over by N. Y. A. and the 
Decatur Community Recreation Associa- 
tion. The various book-mending units 
were active in this district. The Clark 
County Bookmobile, during March, 
travelled 1,100 miles and circulated 2,600 
books. One hundred seven schools were 
visited fortnightly. 

In District No. 5 a system of deposit sta- 
tions is being worked out in Pope and 
Hardin Counties. The magazine binding 
project, by which magazines are bound at 
three cents per volume (the cost of the ma- 
terial), is rapidly gaining in favor. Assist- 
ance was given the Ewing High School in 
putting in order the book collection. 


Reports from District No. 6 show that 
the Book-sharing Program brought in over 


12,000 books and 25,000 magazines. Miss 
Pauline T. Waterman became the new 
library supervisor for the District. Library 
service in Williamsville was initiated. A 
Bookmobile operating in three counties, 
Greene, Jersey, and Calhoun averages a 
circulation of 400 books per month. 

Interesting developments in District No. 
7 are the library unit at St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, the preservation of the records of the 
Jefferson County Courthouse, the binding 
of magazines at the Marissa High School 
Library, an organization job for the N. Y. 
A. library for colored people at the Mary 
Martin Community Center in East St. 
Louis, the book-mending project at Collins- 
ville, and the increasing popularity of the 
Monroe County bookmobile. 


W. P. A. 

The opening of new library centers is 
progressing steadily. District No. 2, which 
comprises Cook County, outside of Chicago, 
DuPage, Kane and Will Counties, reports 
the opening of a center at Morton Grove 
and one at Lyons. In District No. 4, the 
opening of a center at Farina, in Fayette 


County, was approved. Clay County, 
Hamilton County and Union County were 
opened up for library service in District 
No. 5, and small deposit stations are in 
operation throughout these three counties. 
In District No. 6 approval was given for 
the opening of a center at Bluffs. On April 
14 the opening of the new library building 
at Ashland was celebrated with proper cere- 
monies. Three counties in District No. 7, 
Randolph, Madison and Clinton, were ap- 
proved for new W. P. A. library projects, 
reading centers being opened at Marine and 
Beckemeyer. 

District No. 2 reports for the month of 
March a total of 16,704 books circulated 
from 17 stations. 

District No. 4 reports a circulation of 
15,983 from 24 stations. Good attendance 
at the story hour is recorded in 15 stations. 

The 8 counties in District No. 6 report 
for March a total circulation of 29,143 
books from 52 stations. 

The narrative report from District No. 7 
shows all types of library activities being 
carried forward effectively. 20,514 books 
were circulated from 32 stations. 
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